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overdue investments in our nation’s water in-
frastructure systems that will benefit both our 
communities and our economy. 

When it comes to America’s infrastructure, 
the role of the Federal government is both crit-
ical and clear. Never has the need for Federal 
investment been greater, and in my district, 
perhaps more urgent both in the short term 
and long term. 

As the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure heard at its Water Resources and 
Development Act hearing last month, Amer-
ica’s waterways related infrastructure projects 
are in drastic need of Federal investment that 
will create jobs and benefit our economy. So 
too, will federal investment in our wastewater 
infrastructure systems provide economic bene-
fits and create jobs while rebuilding and ex-
panding our treatment systems. For every $1 
billion this nation spends on wastewater infra-
structure it can create as many as 33,000 jobs 
in communities across America while improv-
ing our public health and the environment. It is 
a win-win proposition. 

Around the country, states report a need of 
close to $300 billion in wastewater treatment, 
pipe replacement and repair, and stormwater 
management projects over the next twenty 
years. This need is especially pressing in 
many cities and communities where pipes and 
sewage treatment facilities are reaching the 
end of their expected useful life. 

Without a greater Federal investment, com-
munities that cannot upgrade and expand their 
wastewater systems will find it harder to at-
tract new business and build new homes. Ex-
isting businesses and homes will see treat-
ment costs rise as short term fixes are sought. 
Current Federal appropriations that equal a 
small fraction of the identified need to mod-
ernize and repair these systems are clearly 
not sufficient. The time for a new approach to 
Federal investment and financing of these ef-
forts is now. 

The ‘‘Water Quality Protection and Job Cre-
ation Act of 2013’’ we are introducing today is 
intended to provide the ‘‘all of the above’’ ap-
proach to water infrastructure investment and 
financing that will be needed to close our cur-
rent funding gaps. The bill renews the Federal 
commitment to addressing our Nation’s sub-
stantial needs for wastewater infrastructure by 
investing $13.8 billion in the State Revolving 
Funds over the next five years. For decades, 
the SRFs have been the traditional mecha-
nism for Federal wastewater infrastructure as-
sistance. 

Yet, also recognizing that significant addi-
tional resources will be necessary, the bill es-
tablishes two complementary new initiatives 
for the long-term, sustainable financing of 
wastewater infrastructure. The first is a direct 
loan and loan guarantee program and the sec-
ond, a Clean Water Infrastructure Trust Fund. 
These proposals, when implemented in con-
cert, would leverage billions of additional dol-
lars to meet local wastewater infrastructure 
needs, create jobs, and protect our public 
health and environmental quality. 

Meeting the critical water infrastructure in-
vestment needs of our local communities is a 
bipartisan issue, and indeed, this bill has bi-
partisan support. Members from both sides of 
the aisle recognize that the investments that 
we make will benefit our local constituents, the 
economies of our towns, cities, and States, 
and provide the added benefit of protecting 
public health and the overall condition of the 
environment. 

I am pleased that this legislation has gar-
nered bipartisan support for introduction, and I 
am also pleased that Republican and Demo-
cratic staff on the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee have had several produc-
tive meetings to discuss this issue and explore 
a collaborative path forward. I look forward to 
working with Chairmen SHUSTER and GIBBS 
and Ranking Member RAHALL to advance 
long-term, sustained investment in our nation’s 
wastewater infrastructure that has broad sup-
port from cities and communities around the 
country, industry, utilities, environmental 
groups, unions, equipment suppliers, and en-
gineers. 

In short, Mr. Speaker, this bill is good for 
America and American workers, and I urge my 
colleagues to join myself and my fellow co-
sponsors in supporting this very important leg-
islation. 
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ANCING FOOD, FARM, AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
am introducing the Balancing Food, Farm, and 
the Environment Act of 2013. This legislation 
modernizes the conservation title of the Farm 
Bill to better reflect farmers’ needs and the pri-
orities of the American public. I know from 
working with farmers in Oregon that many 
farmers are the best possible stewards of their 
land, and they are producing healthy, local 
food in ways that protect their livelihood, their 
farm, and the environment. The Farm Bill as 
a whole, however, does far too little to reward 
good stewardship, support sustainable farming 
practices, or meet conservation priorities. 

The Balancing Food, Farm, and the Envi-
ronment Act of 2013 leverages current Farm 
Bill programs to produce better environmental 
outcomes and increase ease of access for 
farmers. The bill prioritizes longer terms of 
protection for high-priority environmentally- 
sensitive lands, providing a better return for 
taxpayers and stability for farmers. It also 
makes clean water a higher priority in con-
servation programs, increasing protection and 
restoration for riverbanks. The Balancing Act 
targets wetlands and critical habitat to protect 
wildlife population. It increases access to pro-
gram funding for farmers, and expands the 
funding available for technical assistance. It 
helps keep antibiotics out of our water and 
food by reducing grants to factory farms and 
by helping farmers transition to organic or less 
antibiotic intensive farming methods. Finally, 
the Balancing Act acknowledges that Amer-
ican farmers are experiencing impacts from 
climate change, and it provides funding for ad-
aptation and mitigation of these effects. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
to advance this legislation on behalf of our 
farmers, the millions of Americans who care 
about a safe, healthy, domestic food supply, 
and our grandchildren, who will live with the 
air, water, and soil we pass on to them. 

CONGRATULATING THE 
PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS 
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OF INDIANA 
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Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the 49th class of 
U.S. Presidential Scholars, composed of 141 
high school seniors who have excelled in aca-
demics or the arts. I am especially proud that 
a student from my district, James Y. Wang, 
has been selected as one of two students 
from Indiana for this prestigious honor. 

These outstanding young people are se-
lected by the White House Commission on 
Presidential Scholars as a result of their aca-
demic success, community service, leader-
ship, and commitment to excellence. Each 
state will send a young man and a young 
woman to Washington, DC, on June 16, 
where they will receive a Presidential Scholar 
Medallion. 

This achievement is a wonderful reflection 
of the quality of academic instruction in my 
district and of the hard work and dedication of 
the students. I would like to congratulate not 
only Mr. Wang, but also University High 
School in Carmel, Indiana, and Derek Thom-
as, who has been recognized as an out-
standing educator. 

As a member of the Education and the 
Workforce Committee, I know how important it 
is to our nation’s future to encourage aca-
demic excellence in high schools across the 
country. We must do everything we can to 
support our great educators and train a gen-
eration of students ready to succeed in a dy-
namic 21st century economy. 

The winners of this unique competition are 
an inspiration to their peers, educators, and 
parents throughout Indiana’s 5th District and 
across the nation. Once again, congratulations 
to Mr. Wang, Mr. Thomas, and University High 
School. I am very proud of you. 
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EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE THAT CONGRESS AND 
THE STATES SHOULD INVES-
TIGATE AND CORRECT ABUSIVE, 
UNSANITARY, AND ILLEGAL 
ABORTION PRACTICES 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 
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Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I’m heartbroken 
as I’ve heard more and more about Dr. Kermit 
Gosnell’s Philadelphia medical practice during 
the past few weeks. The brutal method Dr. 
Gosnell used to ensure death from a botched 
abortion, severing the spinal cord of a baby 
born alive, is disgusting. I pray we are all 
shocked and disturbed by what has been re-
vealed about abortion during this trial. 

While Dr. Gosnell stands trial, there are still 
over a million babies who die from abortion 
each year in the United States. That’s almost 
2 times more deaths than caused by cancer in 
the U.S. every year and 2 times more than 
heart disease. Abortion is taking an innocent 
life and we have to stand against it. 

That’s why I am introducing this House res-
olution to review public policies that led to the 
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